Your Best Investment
A GOOD DESIGN IS WORTH ITS WEIGHT IN GOLD

A good landscape design may be your best landscape investment, saving hours of frustration, maintenance, and

sometimes the cost of redoing an inadequately planned project.

A design is economical. You can take as
many months or years as you need to
fulfill it, and you will always know what
your finished garden will look like. The
logical progression of construction
hecomes obvious on a design. Even if you
would like your hot tub first, it may not
make sense to install it and then move it
when you put in the patio. Generally
speaking, hard materials (retaining walls,
patios, decks, swimming pools, etc.) are the
first step. Later, they can be protected
when the topsoil or other construetion
materials are dragged across them to com-
plete another stage.

Building materials, plants and long-
term care can be expensive. A well-devel-
oped landscape plan, drawn to scale, takes
the guesswork out of construction. You
will be able to accurately assess the
required quantities (square feet, lineal feer,
lawn area, plant materials, etc.). If you get
estimates on all or part of the work, you
will sleep better knowing that all the esti-
mates are on the same finished product,
not on the best description you could give
about what vou want. With proper plan-
ning, each stage can be enjoyed with a
sense of accomplishment and the assurance
that it will all fit rogether in the end.

A design will place the right plants in
the right place. Plants that prefer sun,
shade, damp or dry locations will be
placed to flourish without sprawling over
their neighbours or leaving gaps that
Mother Nature will fill with weeds. The
design of a garden directly affects the
amount of care it requires. A plan can
result in a virtually weed-free garden that
requires minimal watering and is tolerant
of insect or disease problems.

With a design, you can allow for dif-
ferent colours throughour the year and a
variety of vistas to enjoy when you are
stuck mside. The question, then, is not
whether you can afford a landscape plan,
but whether you can afford to start with-
Our one.
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Hiring a Pro

When you hire a designer, you are pur-
chasing services that are part technical and
part artistic, and his or her fees will vary
with experience and reputation. Look for
the type of gardens that you like. Interview
several designers, watch for varied styles
and personalities, and be sure it’s a good
match. Be prepared to pay for their initial
ideas too — they are professionals,

Questions fo ask:
* Length of consultation?
» Fees?
» Time required to complete a design?
* Education and experience?
* Opportunity to see a portfolio of
designs?
* Client references?

On-Site Consultation

A few hours with a professional, ata cost
ranging from $75 to $200 per hour, should
give you a good idea of where you are
headed and what to do next. You should
know what is appropriate for your site,
your budget; all your garden desires should
be up for discussion. You may wish to pro-
ceed to a design following a consultation.

The Design

The design is a “map” of what your garden
can become; the designer should be able to
tell you what a plan will cost. Design cost is
entircly dependent upon the complexity of
the site, the client wish list and the experi-
ence of the designer. Prices consequently
vary, ranging up to §5,000 or more. Devel-
oping the plan is a two-step process. First
the spaces are defined (patios, walkways,
lawn, etc). Once these are approved, desig-
nate specific plants appropriate for the
area, Decide if you want the designer to
develop the plan in stages for installation
overa period of time. m
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